 Hello, my name is Victoria Kirkland. I am writing in response to the Standardrama sponsorship program for junior riders. I am 15 years old and in grade 9. I am currently taking all of my courses online with the Trillium Lakelands District School Board, Department of E-learning in Lindsay, Ontario. I am currently on the honour roll, with my average being above 80%. I have been employed for almost one year, working part-time as a teen page at the Oshawa Public Library, McLaughlin Branch. I am certified in Bronze Medallion, Standard First Aid, and CPR level C, and will be enrolling in Bronze Cross in September, 2011. I have been a member of Scouts Canada for six years and have earned my Chief Scout Award, which is the highest award in the Scouting division. My family has been a foster family for 4 years and we are currently fostering two little children that I enjoy helping with. I enjoy many different sports like downhill skiing, lacrosse and horseback riding. I enjoy being a member of Oshawa Lady Blue Knights Lacrosse House League. This summer will be my second season. I also enjoy volunteering with Special Olympics Ontario, which my younger brother is an athlete in. I am an avid lover of animals and very much enjoy spending time outside with my horse.  I have been involved with horses since I was 8, my mom had always talked about her experiences with horses and it sounded really fun and interesting. My dad was also part of the Toronto Police Mounted Unit, where he rode horses all day every day. I first became aware of the Ontario Standardbred Adoption Society when our family rescued (through a family contact) a four year old standardbred and while researching his tattoo we were given the information that leads us to the OSAS. After learning more about the OSAS and what they do, I knew that one day I wanted to adopt my own horse from this wonderful organization. 
  On September 18, 2010, I used the money I earned from my part-time job to adopt my own horse from the OSAS. I tried one other horse and didn’t really feel a connection between us. When Viking Temper was suggested to me, I was really excited and went to go see him three times! Somethings that attracted me to Viking was his sweet personality, how he is lovey, and how well he is with other people and horses. Viking and I are like two peas in a pod. Viking is the sweetest horse I have ever met, and reminds me every time that I see him, how lucky I am to be loved my this wonderful horse. He is very curious and mischievous; he likes to get into things. He is not the one that charges into something, but will sneak up to it to try to get a closer look. Viking will also follow me around the paddock, like a dog, which I think is so cute! Viking always brings out the best in me, like he always wants to make me feel better. He also does little things to let me know that he loves me. When I am picking his hooves, he will reach around and nibble on my coat. He also comes running to the gate whenever I come out to see him. Viking enjoys working, he likes please people. He will do whatever you ask, sometimes with a little tantrum, but then he gives in, only when you let him know that he is not winning. The reason I chose to adopt a standardbred from this organization was because I knew what they did and wanted to be a part of it and save a little standardbred, just like our other horse. Through another family contact, Viking’s new home is in a quiet little North Oshawa barn with only 5 other horses. There is lots of space to run, and play and be a horse. Viking has a wonderful personality that really reflects on the other horses there; they seem calmer around him and easier going. Viking’s stall is right beside the window, because he loves sunshine and on his other side he has our other horse. The two horses are great buddies. The do whatever the other one does. Viking has helped our other horse (Lucky Jeff) start to forget about his racing days and help develop his personality. Someone that helped me get here is our trainer/riding coach, Danielle Barry. She is coming out to our barn once a week to give me and Viking lessons to improve my riding and help with Viking’s training. She is also helping to train our other horse, Jeff, and give riding lessons to my brother as well. 
 Some goals that I would like to achieve with Viking are to explore the showing circuit. I have never really shown before and I am excited to try. We are also looking to become more naturally trained, like Parrelli, or other natural horsemanship. I am very interested in the natural horsemanship training because it seems gentler and creates more of a bond between you and the horse. That is something that I want for me and Viking. Another area that Viking and I are willing to try is competitive trail riding. Competitive trail riding sounded interesting to me because I enjoying being outside in the forest, and I like racing and playing games. I also like the aspect of competitive trail riding because it seems like something that would strengthen our bond. I think that Viking would be perfect for this because he is fast and listens well, he is also very aware of his surroundings and does not spook easily.  I know that Viking and I will be life-long friends. 
 If I were to be selected for Standardrama sponsorship program for junior riders, I would promise to give my best effort, and try my hardest at everything I did. From this experience, I hope to learn a lot about showing, how the show-world works, and how to present yourself and your horse in a show way. 
Thank you for your consideration of my application, and I hope to hear from you soon. 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.jpeg




